
Preparing for spiritual battle is the 

responsibility of each individual 

believer, the Good News is that we 

are all equally able to accomplish 

the task; as long as we stand with 

righteousness. The question is are 

we righteous?  

In this article we will explore the 

meaning of righteousness from 

Yahweh’s point of view to the best 

of our ability. Firstly, whenever I 

do a “word study” I refer to the 

word in the context in which is de-

rived and it’s original intentional. 

For those who have studied Consti-

tutional Law you may automatical-

ly see the pattern in that Laws are 

created to address something spe-

cific. Righteousness too, addresses 

something specific.  

Righteousness allows us insights as 

to the character and expression of 

Yahweh Himself.  We are fortunate 

in that the Hebrew language is a 

very in-depth language in which 

each letter has meaning and togeth-

er the letters form a mental picture.  

This gives the Word of Yahweh 

great power in that everyone can 

determine it’s true meaning – if we 

know how to decipher it correctly. 

In Hebrew we call this a picto-

graph. However, our English alpha-

bet is modeled after the same stand-

ard, I know it is surprising, but we 

can understand words through pic-

tures. 

Back to the question – What is 

righteousness?  We can add to that 

the question – Who in the bible are 

specifically named as righteous? 

Ultimately —-How can we become 

righteous? So we will explore these 

three questions herein. 

Firstly, what is Yahweh’s standard 

for righteous?  To understand this 

we disassemble the Hebrew word 

for righteousness,  ְצָדָקהTzedaqah 

and formulate some biblical defini-

tions.  In general there are two and 

three letter roots to words in He-

brew so that righteous three letter 

root is  ,ֶצֶדקTzedeq, meaning 

Righteous; to be Right, Just, or Up-

right. Determining the true mean-

ing of the word we look to the let-

ters-- 

 ,Tzade = Fishhook, Hunt, Chaseצֶ 

Catch, Desire, Trail, Journey, a 

man on his Side. Tzadik is a servant 

of God and servant of people. One 

was carries— little one that holds a 

lot i.e. whole world on shoulders. 

Tzadik is going down and seeking 

to lift up the world. Everyone has 

the ability to be Tzadik or right-

eous. 

 ,Dalet = Door, Entrance, Gateֶד 

Pathway, Hang, to Move in and 

out.  The door to true spiritual real-

ity is through a deep sense of hu-

mility. In relationship to God, all of 

creation is in a state of humbleness. 

 ,Qoof = Back of Head, Followק 

Behind, Last, Least, Horizon...The 

Kuf stands for holiness (Kadosh) 

Take strangeness of this world and 

fill it with purpose. 

If we are righteous, we are hunting 

(journeying) constantly to be 

hooked by Yahweh, so that the 

doorway or path leads us to a spir-

itual alertness, that removes the 

chaos or strangeness and exchanges 

it for purpose. Wow that’s a grand 

expectation, but the expectation is a 

shared one throughout all humani-

ty.  Our journey is made easier 

when we humble ourselves to Ye-

shua/Jesus, hook onto the Word of 

Yahweh and remove all that we 

find contrary to Him! 

The first person to be considered 

righteous in the eyes of Yahweh 

was Noah. We read in Genesis 6:8-

9 Noah, however, found favor in 

the eyes of the LORD. This is the 

account of Noah. Noah was a right-

eous man, blameless in his genera-
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tion; Noah walked with God. But 

Noah, as we know, was born in the 

midst of a worthless generation.  

One that was so corrupt and de-

graded that Yahweh repented of 

having created it. Consequently the 

whole earth was put to death by the 

Great Flood; but was lifted up, and 

restored to righteousness afterward!  

This was a form of baptism— all 

the evil is removed out and we are 

washed clean.   

Before our spiritual baptism, we 

need to listen for the instructions 

from Yahweh via the Holy Spirit, 

and be prepared to leave the life we 

lived behind— exchanged for new-

ness and transformation. That’s 

what Noah achieved because of his 

righteousness. Noah didn’t receive 

righteousness because he was trans-

formed, Noah was transformed be-

cause he was already found right-

eous to Abba, our heavenly provid-

er and Father.   

The Hebrew name Noah means, 

rest. In researching the name I 

found a person in the bible who has 

a name related to Noah whom I re-

ally hadn’t considered previously, 

the name Zaphenath-paneah which 

occurs only once in the Bible.  Af-

ter Pharoah had his dream correctly 

interpreted he renamed Joseph to 

reflect the peace he brought him.  

The name also anticipates the 

peaceful rejoining of all the sons of 

Jacob under Joseph’s stewardship.  

So we see a correlation between the 

type of peace Noah was to bring, 

with the type Joseph was to bring.  

In Noah’s case he was able to save 

his family by escaping on the ark.  

In Joseph’s case he was also able to 

save his family, providing them 

food during a time of utter famine. 

What made Noah so different from 

all the other earthly inhabitants at 

that time?  Again we look to the 

Godly definition of righteousness 

as mentioned previously.  Right-

eousness:  we are hunting 

(journeying) constantly to be 

hooked by Yahweh, so that the 

doorway or path leads us to a spir-

itual alertness, that removes the 

chaos or strangeness and exchang-

es it for purpose. There is an ex-

change that takes place in a right-

eous man that never takes place in 

an unrighteous man.  It is the hum-

bling oneself as a servant among 

others, not in a weak minded sort of 

way, but in an empowering way. 

Taking on the load to carry the bur-

den while journeying for a Oneness 

with Our Creator.  If you’ve ever 

met such a person, did you not rec-

ognize their power and  glory, all 

the while their innate humbleness? 

So righteousness is the willingness 

to live out the ways of Yahweh 

while recognizing our lowness of 

stature to His authority.  A good 

way to think about this is to look 

upon our own household.  Is there 

order, despite whatever chaos in the 

world?  Is there humility, despite 

whatever accomplishments?  Is 

their a commitment to truth and 

justice, despite whatever present 

situation in the world? 

If we are lacking any of these 

things, we are actually lacking in 

the ability to move forward in 

Christ.  1 Corinthians 2:10-16 reads 

“these things God has revealed to 

us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches everything, even the 

depths of God.  For who knows a 

person's thoughts except the spirit 

of that person, which is in him? So 

also no one comprehends the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God.  Now we have received 

not the spirit of the world, but the 

Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely 

given us by God.  And we impart 

this in words not taught by human 

wisdom but taught by the Spir-

it, interpreting spiritual truths to 

those who are spiritual. 

The natural person does not accept 

the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are folly to him, and he is not 

able to understand them because 

they are spiritually dis-

cerned.  The spiritual person judg-

es all things, but is himself to be 

judged by no one.  “For who has 

understood the mind of the Lord so 

as to instruct him?”  



This is such contrary thinking when 

compared to the world.  We see 

evidence daily that there is nothing 

in certain ones which even remote-

ly searches for a higher authority. 

They have made themselves the 

higher authority and thrust it upon 

others without regard to the ulti-

mate consequences.  It is very trou-

bling, but we can have confidence 

that their endeavors will not stand 

in the Kingdom of the Righteous!  

I found in Ezekiel 14:20 a verse 

which proves that righteousness is 

not the only thing needed for salva-

tion.  “Though Noah, Daniel, and 

Job, were in it, as I live, saith the 

Lord GOD, they shall deliver nei-

ther son nor daughter; they shall 

but deliver their own souls by their 

righteousness.”  This brings to 

mind the politically correct state-

ments often made by others which 

fall short of the true word of Yah-

weh.  That being, “All roads lead to 

God.”  If this were true, why would 

we have need of a personal rela-

tionship with our redeeming and 

delivering Messiah? 

Maybe this makes Paul’s writing 

more relatable to us, “So, my dear 

friends, just as you have always 

obeyed when I was with you, it is 

even more important that you obey 

now when I am away from you: 

keep working out your deliver-

ance with fear and trembling, for 

God is the one working among you 

both the willing and the working 

for what pleases him.  Do every-

thing without kvetching or arguing, 

so that you may be blameless and 

pure children of God, without de-

fect in the midst of a twisted and 

perverted generation, among 

whom you shine like stars in the 

sky, as you hold on to the Word of 

Life...”  (Philippians 2:12-16) 

How Are We To Become 

Righteous? 

As Paul describes above it is an 

ongoing journey but one we can 

finish only by the grace of Yeshua.  

When we neglect the counsel of the 

Holy Spirit, we neglect the true 

pathway which leads to righteous-

ness.  Before we seek to serve in a 

Spiritual battle we must prepare our 

own spirit.  We can not rely on as-

sociation to others to accomplish 

this, we must prepare inwardly.   

“Finally, grow powerful in union 

with the Lord, in union with his 

mighty strength!  Use all the ar-

mor and weaponry that God pro-

vides, so that you will be able to 

stand against the deceptive tactics 

of the Adversary.  For we are not 

struggling against human beings, 

but against the rulers, authorities 

and cosmic powers governing this 

darkness, against the spiritual forc-

es of evil in the heavenly realm.  So 

take up every piece of war equip-

ment God provides; so that when 

the evil day comes, you will be able 

to resist; and when the battle is 

won, you will still be standing.  

Therefore, stand! Have the belt 

of truth buckled around your waist, 

put on righteousness for a breast-

plate, and wear on your feet the 

readiness that comes from the 

Good News of shalom.  Always car-

ry the shield of trust, with which 

you will be able to extinguish all 

the flaming arrows of the Evil One.  

And take the helmet of deliverance; 

along with the sword given by the 

Spirit, that is, the Word of God; as 

you pray at all times, with all kinds 

of prayers and requests, in the 

Spirit,  vigilantly and persistently, 

for all God’s people.  

In application we are being called 

to battle for righteousness; the cen-

ter breastplate.  It protects those 

things most dear to the Father and 

brings us into obedience to Him.  

Spiritual battles are not pleasant, 

but as we surmount each one we 

grow stronger navigating the dark-

ness in our own lives and effect 

others to navigating their own.   

 

 


